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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: BEN AMMAR'S MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON 

REF: STATE 108767 

1 . HASSIB BEN AMMAR AND BEN JAFFAR TWICE MET WITH DEPART- 
MENT OFFICERS DURING THEIR RECENT VISITS TO WASHINGTON. 

ON BOTH OCCASIONS THE TUNISIANS ATTEMPTED TO PORTRAY THEIR 
EFFORTS AS CONSISTENT WITH U.S. GOAL TO PROMOTE HUMAN RIGHTS 
OBSERVANCE ON A WORLDWIDE BASIS. 

2. BEN AMMAR CONTACTED DEPARTMENT OFFICERS THROUGH AN 
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ATTORNEY'S OFFICE AND ARRANGED A LUNCH MEETING MAY 12 OUT- 
SIDE THE BUILDING. HE DESCRIBED PRIMARY GOALS OF COMMITTEE 
SPONSORING HIS TRAVEL AS AVERTING POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
UNREST IN TUNISIA SUCH AS LED TO THE CIVIL WAR IN LEBANON. 

BEN AMMAR CONCEDED THAT BOURGUIBA REGIME HAD DONE MUCH TO 
FOSTER SOCIAL JUSTICE. AND THAT TUNISIA'S HUMAN RIGHTS 
RECORD IS BETTER THAN IN MANY COUNTRIES OF THE THIRD 
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WORLD, BUT EXPRESSED FEAR THAT CERTAIN REPRESSIVE 
POLICIES OF THE REGIME HAD INHIBITED CHANGE AND COULD CAUSE 
A BUILD-UP OF PRESSURE WHICH WOULD ULTIMATELY CAUSE AN 
EXPLOSION IF IT WERE NOT RELIEVED. 

3. BEN AMMAR STATED THAT PUBLIC LIBERTIES CONFERENCE WHICH 
IS TO MEET ON JUNE 10 WILL FOCUS ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 

IN FIVE AREAS: FREEDOM TO PARTICIPATE IN THE POLITICAL 
PROCESS (I.E., MORE DEMOCRATIC ELECTION PROCEDURES); 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY; PROTECTION OF 
THE INTEGRITY OF THE PERSON; FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND EXPRES- 
SION: FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY. HE SAID THE CONFERENCE WILL 
BE A SUCCESS IF, PRIOR TO THE MEETING, PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA 
ALLOWS IT TO MEET LEGALLY, PERMITS BEN AMMAR TO PUBLISH 
A PERIODICAL WHICH HERETOFORE TUNISIAN OFFICIALS HAVE 
THWARTED, AND TAKES STEPS TOWARD PROCLAIMING A GENERAL 
AMNESTY FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

4. BEN AMMAR SAID HE EXPECTED THE CONFERENCE TO SET UP A 
STANDING COUNCIL TO OBSERVE HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES IN 
TUNISIA. HE STRONGLY EMPHASIZED THAT HIS GROUP IS NOT 
CONSPIRATORIAL, VIOLENT OR ILLEGAL, AND IS ONLY 'POLITICAL' 1 
IN THE SENSE THAT IT SEEKS STRICTER OBSERVANCE OF 
TUNISIA'S CONSTITUTION AND LAWS, AS WOULD BE EXPECTED IN 
ANY MODERATE, WESTERN-ORIENTED SOCIETY. 

5. DEPARTMENT OFFICERS THANKED BEN AMMAR FOR HIS BRIEFING 
ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN TUNISIA AND REAFFIRMED 
THE USG'S COMMITMENT TO PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS OBSER- 
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VANCE. 

6. IN AN ASIDE TO DESK OFFICER WILKINSON ON MAY 12, BEN 
AMMAR REGRETTED THAT NO ADVANCE ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN 
MADE BY DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO HAVE HIM RECEIVED BY USG 
AT A HIGH LEVEL. HE HAD NOT EXPECTED THIS IN U.K. 

AND FRANCE, BUT U.S. WAS DIFFERENT BECAUSE OF ITS PUBLIC 
EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS. HE QUESTIONED WHETHER U.S. 

POLICY WOULD BE SEEN AS SINCERE IN THIRD WORLD, PARTICU- 
LARLY ARAB COUNTRIES AND AFRICA, IF WE DID NOT MAKE A 
SPECIAL EFFORT TO HEAR OUT HUMAN RIGHTS LEADERS AT A 
HIGH LEVEL WHEN THEY VISITED WASHINGTON. 

7. IN LIGHT OF THIS COMMENT, BEN AMMAR WAS INVITED TO 
CALL ON DEPUTY COORDINATOR OF HUMAN RIGHTS MAY 13, WHO 
BRIEFED HIM ON USG'S HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY AND CURRENT 
ACTIVITIES. BEN AMMAR’S PRESENTATION AND DEPTOFF'S 
RESPONSES WERE SIMILAR TO THOSE OF EARLIER MEETING. 
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